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INT. OFFICE 1 - DAY

Speaking into canera, SUKI and LUCKY (Lakshm ) are pitching
a play to various Arts Council conm ssioners, conmmunity
theatre financiers etc.

SUKI
It’s about sisters.

LUCKY
Doin it for thensel ves!

REACTI ON SHOT' OF PANEL OF HEAVYSET FEM NI ST TYPES NODDI NG

I NT. OFFICE 2 - DI FFERENT DAY

SUKI
It’s about brothers.

LUCKY
Wrkin it out!

REACTI ON SHOT OF PANEL OF BLACK MEN NODDI NG

I NT. OFFI CE 3 - DI FFERENT DAY

SUKI
It’s about brother-sisters.

LUCKY
Thai | ady-boys firing ping-pong
balls fromout their skirts.

REACTI ON SHOT OF PERPLEXED CONSERVATI VE LOOKI NG PANEL OF
THAI MEN AND WOMEN | N SUI TS.

I NT. OFFICE 4 - DI FFERENT DAY

SUKI
Because that’s what a colorfu
community is all about.

LUCKY
Col or.

SUKI
We're British Asian. W
contribute, and we’re proud of
who we are.
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W cut to see a panel of white people shifting
unconfortably. Behind themis a sign that reads “Arts For
Ur ban Communi ties Council”.

VWH TE MALE PANELI ST
Err...thanks, and | think | speak
for everyone here at the AFUCC
or ah-fuck, as we like to cal
oursel ves, when | say that we
t hi nk you’ re wonderful and very,
very...visible!

VWH TE FEMALE PANELI ST
Very visible. Yes, and that’s
good.

VWH TE MALE PANELI ST
And really um road.

VH TE FEMALE PANELI ST
(Softly)
Street.

VWH TE MALE PANELI ST
Street and |’ m sure Thapar
Theatre conmpany, am | saying that
right? Is vitally inportant and
we'd I ove to give you a grant but
we're not sure our remt is to go
ethnic this year.

Lucky and Suki, with smles frozen on their faces, realise
t hey have to shift gears fast.

SUKI
(Softly to Lucky)
Pl an B!
(Back to panel)
Vell really, what’s ethnic?

LUCKY
Does it even exist?

SUKI
These days Wite people know nore
about curry than Asians and
they're all into discovering
their spirituality and connecting
with their karma...

LUCKY
And doin it tantric styl ee!

SUKI
So really Wiite is the new
Asi an...yeah?...stay with ne.
( MORE)
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SUKI (cont ' d)

And as for Asians, all they want
to do is get the latest 3G

phone. ..
LUCKY
And connect to Bootybabe.com
SWKI
Whi ch nmeans that Asian is the new

Wi t e.

I NT. OFFICE 2 - CONTI NUOUS

LUCKY
Because we are soooo Bl ack

Lucky skips up to one of the panel of Black nmen and hol ds
her somewhat olive toned armnext to his dark black skin.

LUCKY (cont’ d)
See? Sane same.

He stares |ike she's crazy.

SUKI
W’ ve all gone hip-hop urban and
we say botty, bling and brethren!

I NT. OFFICE 5 - DI FFERENT DAY

LUCKY
As only good Chi nese can do, ny
sweet and sour sister!

REACTI ON SHOT OF STONE FACED CH NESE WOVAN, PART COF A
CHI NESE PANEL.

SUKI
Because Asian is the new Chi nesel!

LUCKY
And at the end of the day, who
really is Chinese?

One of the Chinese nen rai ses his hand.

CHI NESE MALE PANELI ST
I am

After a beat the wonan next to himal so rai ses her hand.

CHI NESE FEMALE PANELI ST
Me too.
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Behi nd Lucky, Suki w nces. She knows they’ ve gone a step
too far.

I NT. CAFE I N SOQUTHALL - DAY

Suki and Lucky are sitting at a table. Suki is clearly
frustrated at all the pitching they' ve had to do. Lucky
seens oblivious to the frustration and i s bobbing happily
to the soft club nusic in the background while casually
exchanging flirtatious |ooks with a waiter.

SUKI
W' re al ways beggi ng noney from
stupid people. Wiy is it only
stupi d peopl e have noney?

LUCKY
I don’t have any nobney and you're
al ways calling nme stupid.

SUKI
| don’t have any either, which
makes us even dunber than stupid
peopl e.

LUCKY
W are sad.

SWKI
Look at us, two actresses, ful
of talent, trying to get a
t heatre conmpany off the ground
and we can’t even raise two pence
to do our first play.

LUCKY
Oh | don't know. The Afro-
Cari bbean council seened really
intoit. Two of them gave ne
t hei r nunbers.

SUKI
That’s not why they did it.

LUCKY
They said they |oved theatre.

SUKI
They asked if you were into role
pl ayi ng and coul d handl e a ping
pong paddle. Not the sane thing.

The waiter that Lucky has been flirting with wal ks by and
t hey exchange a | ook.
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SUKI (cont’d)
And can you pl ease stop that.

LUCKY
VWat? He's fit!

SUKI
You know Ricky and | are trying
for a baby.

LUCKY
So?

SUKI
W’ ve been through this. It
di senmpowers nme and belittles ny
marital wormanhood when you fl aunt
your singledomso flagrantly.

LUCKY
Vell it’s not like you' re trying
ri ght here and now on the table.

Suki checks her watch

SUKI
No but soon enough. |’ m neeting
Ricky later. 1'd better get to
the 1 oo and check ny tenperature.

LUCKY
VWhat...”down there”?

SUKI
Yes. The conditions have to be
j ust so.

LUCKY

God. Conceiving is so
conplicated. It’s like the tinme |
tried that Easydo wax in ny hair
only it was for cars not people
and ny head was hard and shiny
for weeks.

Suki st ares.

SUKI
Yes...it’'s exactly like that.

Two wonren, CHERYL and KRI STA wal k into the cafe and Suk
cringes but it’s too late they ve been spotted.

SUKI (cont’d)
Oh no. Not now.

Cheryl and Krista wal k over uninvited.
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CHERYL
Lucky, Sucky!

SUKI
Suki .

CHERYL
O course.

KRI STA

Look at you two, |ounging around.
Aren’t you supposed to be
becom ng the new Andrew LI oyd
Webber or sonet hi ng.

CHERYL
O off fleeing the paparazi? Ch
wai t, we’re thinking of
successful, fanmous people. How
are you two darlings?

LUCKY
Very busy. Suki’s got to put a
t hernonet er up her fanny.

Suki gl ares at Lucky.

CHERYL
Oh bl ess. You and your husband
still struggling? You did | eave
it too late. | just read this
nor ni ng that young wonen are half
as fertile as teenagers and
m ddl e-aged wonen are hal f again
as fertile as young wonen. Which
means you’'re...

A confused Lucky is counting on her fingers, trying to
figure it out like a mathematical problem

SUKI
Younger than you! Anyway how did
you two secretaries...

KRI STA
Executi ve assi st ant s!

SUKI
What ever, how did you slip your
| eashes? Aren’t you supposed to
be giving your executives relief?
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KRI STA
We're on | unch, expenses paid,
but then you're actors and you'd
know nore about serving tables
than sitting at them woul dn’t

you?

LUCKY
Hah! We are sitting at a table,
st upi d.

SWKI
We're also directors of our own
t heatre conmpany. |'’mthe director
and Lucky’s the artistic
director.

CHERYL

That’s so sad. Nobody will hire
you so you have to create work
for yoursel ves.

LUCKY
W' ve got work. I'moff to do an
advert right now.

SUKI
And |1’ m doing a very high profile
cutting edge drana.

I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - AFTERNOON

CLOSE UP OF SUKI VERY DI STRAUGHT.

SWKI
You bastard! Is that what you
think of nme? I feel so unclean
Oh God!

She bursts into | oud sobbing tears. W CUT TO a shocked
audi ence of businessnen at a sem nar on “Sexismln The
Wor kpl ace”. The MODERATOR is al so staring open nouthed at
Suki . He snaps out of it.

MODERATOR
Uh, right. Well there you have
it. One of the effects of
i nappropriate ternms in the
wor kpl ace such as “love” or
“darling”. Um thank you Suki

Suki gets up takes a “hunbl ed actor” bow and wal ks off to
the side as all of two people out of the crowd appl aud. She
feels her nobile vibrating, takes it out and answers it.
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SUKI
Ri cky? 1" m wor ki ng. You should
know better...what?... is it tine
already? Ckay I'll see what | can

do.

She hangs up and tries to get the Mderator’s attention. He
stops in md-flow and wal ks over to her.

MODERATOR
VWat is it?

SUKI
I"mreally sorry but I've got to
pop out for nonent. |Is that
alright?

MODERATOR
Yes fine just be back at one.
W' re doi ng sexist fenal e boss.

SUKI
Oh yeah 1’ve conme up with this
great woman for that. You' ll |ove

it. She’s all Arrgh

(G ow s and makes cl aws)
And you know, | think she should
have had an abused chil dhood.

MODERATOR
Right... Well go on but just be
qui ck.

SUKI
["1l hurry.

I NT. BACK SEAT OF A CAR - AFTERNOON

Suki and Ricky are trying to make a baby in the back seat
of his car. It’s rough going for both.

SUKI
Ri cky! Hurry up! 1’ve got to get
back.

RI CKY

Shut up! You' re distracting ne.

SUKI
Di stracting you? What el se are
you t hinking of? Who el se are you
t hi nking of ? Ch! Are you thinking
of that whore in Grand Theft Auto
agai n? Ricky she’s a cartoon!
That’ s just stupid!
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Rl CKY
No! Not that! There’s a |lot on at
wor k and you’'re not hel ping right
NOW.

SWKI
You’ ve got work troubles? At
| east your job is steady. Look at
me. |’mon the bl oody edge but
you don’t hear ne whining do you?
God! Men are useless at nulti-
t aski ng.

Suki’s phone rings and she answers it.

Rl CKY
a!

SUKI
Shh! This could be inportant.

EXT. SOUTHALL STREET - AFTERNOON

Lucky is doing her “advert”: she’s handing out fliers
wearing a sandw ch sign

LUCKY
Suki, you’ ve got to cone quick

I NT. BACK SEAT OF A CAR - CONTI NUQUS

RI CKY
Coul d everyone just |eave it be!

SWKI
Quite I can’t hear her...Wat?

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOUS

LUCKY
W’ ve got a call back...yeah they
want to see us again but we have
to neet today...okay I’'Il see you
there...is that Ricky? Say hi.

She hangs up and notices a man with sungl asses, AJAY,
staring intently at her. He wal ks towards her and at first
she’s fearful and she starts to walk away but, being in a
sandwi ch sign, can’t go fast at all. He catches up and

bl ocks her path. She blurts out the only thing that cones
to mnd.
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LUCKY (cont’ d)
Two for one sanpbsas today only at
Juggy Poona’s don’t nol est ne!

AJAY
[’msorry but | couldn’t help
nysel f. You have the nost
beauti ful eyes.

Lucky tries to act shy and delicate and as she turns away
she clips Ajay’s knee with her sign.

LUCKY
Oh sorry!

AJAY
No no. That’'s fine. I'malright.
Tell nme, you nust be a nodel
right?

LUCKY
An actress but |I’ve done photo
shoots. Did you recognize nme from
that poster | did for VD?

AJAY
Uh, no but listen...sorry, VD?

LUCKY
Yeah it was huge and everyone
thought | had it but I didn't and
| couldn’t get a date for weeks.
I had to practically give nyself
away and...hey | shouldn’t be
saying this. | don’t even know
you.

AJAY
For gi ve ne.

Hands her a business card which she reads.

AJAY (cont’ d)
Aj ay Assaam

LUCKY
Ww You' re a Bol |l ywood producer?

AJAY
Yes and we're in the mddle of a
production just around the
corner.

LUCKY
Oh | love Bollywod and | can
real |y dance.
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She starts to show himand al nost whacks himagain with the
si gn.

AJAY
Yeah, yeah. | can tell. You' re a
natural . Listen, we’'ve just had a
di saster. Ashwarya and Shah Rukh
were neant to be doing a scene
today but her guru-ji called and
said that she’s not com ng out
fromlindia until we provide a
suitable tenple for her pet
nongoose.

LUCKY
Wow.

AJAY
Can you believe it?

LUCKY
| always thought she’'d be kind to
animals. She’'s the type.

AJAY
Er, yes, but obviously we can't
deal with this so we’ve turned
her down. But now we need to
replace her and I was just on ny
way to a casting session when
saw you and your beautiful eyes.

LUCKY
Oh nmy God! You want nme to repl ace
Ashwarya Rai in a Bollywod film
wi t h Shah Rukh Khan?

AJAY
Vel |, when you put it like that,
it does sound pretty good.

LUCKY
Oh no! | can't. 1’ve got to go to
an inmportant neeting. Can you
wai t ?

AJAY

Everyone is ready. W need to
shoot right now.

LUCKY
This is a dream opportunity but
I"d have to abandon ny best
friend when she needs ne nost. |
don’t know what to do.
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I NT. MOVIE SET I N SEEDY APARTMENT - CONTI NUOUS

Lucky is dressed up in fairly skinpy courtesan garb. A ay
stands next to a Caneraman hol ding a single, |ow grade
vi deo canera

LUCKY
You prom se? You' |l get Suki a
part in the filmtoo?

AJAY
There’s a vital scene in a
bat ht ub. Maybe the two of you can
do it together.

LUCKY
kay. So when do | neet Shah
Rukh? 1’ m all ready.

AJAY
He prefers to neet actresses for
the first time in the scene
itself. It makes it nore
naturalistic. So we’'re just going
to go for a take.

LUCKY
So soon?

AJAY
Don’t worry. Just relax and go
with it and renmenber, you are the
courtesan lying with your eyes
cl osed when the enperor, that’s
Shah Rukh, conmes to your bed for
a night of passion. Places
everybody! And, acti on.

Lucky lies on sonme cushions and cl oses her eyes. W CUT TO
t he Cameraman and Aj ay, both | ooking | echerous. W hear a
man enter. He |ies down and we hear Lucky npani ng.

LUCKY (O S.)
Q! You re not Shah Rukh Khan
Get off! What's going on? ...Ch
you. . .

Ajay and Caneranan wi nce as we hear the man with Lucky get
ki cked in the nuts.

EXT. SOUTHALL STREET QUTSI DE OFFI CE - LATE AFTERNCON

Suki glares as |ucky shows up | ate.
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SUKI
What tine do you call this?
They’ ve al ready asked us in and
I’ve made them wait.

LUCKY
I know, | know but | got a job at
the last mnute but it didn't
wor k out .

SUKI

What ? What job? What is that? Are
you covered in body glitter?

LUCKY
No.

SUKI
You are! Lucky tell ne you didn’t
al nost make a porn filmfor a
f ake Bol | ywood producer.

LUCKY
No.

SUKI
Oh God! Again? This is like the
time you filled out a bunch of
fornms ‘cause soneone was giVving
out free food and you found
yoursel f doing a sanpsa advert in
t he nude for sone freaky cult!

LUCKY
I was hungry!

SUKI
Wiy do you listen to every pinp
t hat cones al ong?

LUCKY
He said I had nice eyes!

SUKI
You have usel ess eyes. You
woul dn’t spot a pervert if he was
touching hinself right in front
of you.

LUCKY
I would too. See this one com ng
up here? He | ooks filthy! 1’ve
got a bad feeling straight off.
You just watch ne handl e him

Lucky glares at a man in a suit who wal ks up to her and
Suki .
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BERNARD
Ah there you are.

LUCKY
Yeah well don’t think because
you're old I"mgoing to...ow

Suki has stepped on Lucky’s toe.

SUKI
H again. Lucky, this is M
Bernard Cal dwel |, head of the
conmi ttee.

LUCKY
Oh. .. hi.

BERNARD
Ni ce to have you both here.
Pl ease fol |l ow ne.

I NT. OFFICE 6 - CONTI NUOUS

Bernard | eads Suki and Lucky into a neeting room On a wall
behi nd a panel of elderly people we see a | arge banner:
Council for Universally Naturalistic Thespi an Studi es.

SWKI
(whi spering to Lucky)
God we’ ve done so nmany of these |
don’t even renenber who these
peopl e are.

LUCKY
Me either but we nust have been
good.

The two girls giggle hopefully. Bernard takes a seat with
t he other panelists and notions for Suki and Lucky to sit
in a pair of chairs facing the panel.

BERNARD
Ladi es, wel cone, indeed wel cone
back to the Council for
Uni versally Naturalistic Thespian
Studi es, rather a nouthful, don't
you think? Pl ease just use the
shortform

Lucky smles and goes to speak but Suki el bows her.

SUKI
No.

LUCKY
He said..
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SUKI
Shut up!

BERNARD
Yes...as | was saying, we were
very inpressed with your
application but first we'd |ike
to know how you heard about us.
We hadn’t really advertised the
Thespi an grant all that nuch.

Suki and Lucky are stuck.

LUCKY
It’s...it’s because we’'re all for
the sister |ove thing. Respect
and all you know. Not that we're
i ke that ourselves. | nean
kebabs rolls all around for ne
and Suki but hey everyone’s got
their rights.

SUKI

(hissing to Lucky)
Not that kind of thespian!

(to Bernard)
How, how, we heard about you?
Vll, um | think everyone who's
anyone who’s ever heard of anyone
who works with every and anyone
really respects your work. Yeah.

BERNARD
Oh, thank you. How encour agi ng.
Let’ s nove on. Perhaps you could
tell us a bit nore about your
t heatre experiences.

SUKI
Right, well we were both regulars
at The d obe.

FEMALE PANELI ST 2
Oh one of ny favorites. Did you
work with Mark Ryl ance? | |oved
his all fermale Richard 111

SUKI
Er, no. The other d obe.

FEMALE PANELI ST 2
VWhi ch one was that?

LUCKY
The Pindi d obe Pub and Theatre
in Southall.
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FEMALE PANELI ST 2
Ah. ..

SUKI
Yes, when they did Julius Caesar
CGCoes To India | was 4th
handmai den beneath a coconut

tree.
BERNARD
(To Lucky)
And you?
LUCKY
| was the tree
SUKI
It’s how we net.
BERNARD
Quite. Perhaps what we lack in
experience we'll get with

ent husi asm whi ch, from your
first presentation was nore than
apparent .

Suki and Lucky exchange a quick “Haven't a clue what you're
tal ki ng about but okay” | ook.

BERNARD (cont’ d)
We're all absolutely delighted
t hat you’' ve taken our principles
to heart.

SUKI
Your principles are our
princi pl es.

FEMALE PANELI ST 2
It’s so refreshing to find
creative people whose m nds
aren’t cluttered with
preconcepti ons.

LUCKY
Qur m nds have nothing in them

BERNARD
I think that about covers
everything. So |adies...

Suki and Lucky sit tight in their seats. Their dreans are
about to cone true.

BERNARD (cont’ d)
I can safely say that your
application. ..
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The girls hol d hands.

BERNARD (cont’ d)
To produce an original play for
t he Council of Universally
Naturalistic Thespian Studies...

The girls eyes get wider still.

BERNARD (cont’ d)
I's successful.
(beat)
How does it feel ?

The girls don’t say a word and try to play it cool but Suki
| ooks |ike a cat who's just caught a nouse and Lucky | ooks
like a balloon ready to pop.

EXT. SOUTHALL STREET - CONTI NUOUS

Suki and Lucky are scream ng and junping up and down,
hysterical ly happy.

I NT. CAFE I N SOUTHALL - AFTERNOON

CLOSE UP OF SUKI AND LUCKY LOCKI NG DOAN | NTO CAMERA AT
SOVETHI NG

LUCKY
It’s so beautiful.

SUKI
And it’s ours.

We CUT TO a wi der shot and see they’'re holding their
fundi ng cheque.

SUKI (cont’d)
Qur very first pay-cheque.

LUCKY
| never want to lose it. W
should just franme it.

Suki gives her an exasperated |ook. R ght at that point
Cheryl and Krista wal k up.

CHERYL
Ah, is that a resunme of all your
achi evenent s?

KRI STA
I’ m surprised you need such a
| ar ge paper.
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SUKI
This is proof of sonething that
we’ ve worked hard to acconplish
that you two house pets could
never hope to achieve.

CHERYL
Orgasmwi th a door handl e?

LUCKY
Li ke that’'s hard.

SUKI
This is a cheque for the Thapar
Theatre Conpany, our conpany, to
produce our first original play.

KRI STA
Real ly? So | guess now you’ |
never have to work again.

SUKI
Vel |, not exactly.
CHERYL
But you' |l each be able to buy a
house, right?
SUKI
That’ s not the point.
KRI STA
Vll I"’msure it’s at least big

enough to buy sonething you can
both use in your careers.

CHERYL
Doubl e- headed dil do?

LUCKY
We al ready have one...each

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DAY

Suki and Lucky are in the upstairs of the pub which houses
a small to mediumtheatre space with a raised stage. They
are nmoving chairs and sundry things around, getting ready
to start work. Suki is fighting nad.

SWKI
W' Il show those two cows. We're
going to put on the best, nost
successful show this town’ s ever
seen. This tine next year they’|
be eating paneer out of our
short s!
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LUCKY
Qoh | could go for a bite. I'm
st arved.

SWKI

Not now! Stay focussed. There’'s a
ot to be done. W have to find a
script, do casting, get a set

desi gner, costunes, conposer...

t he works.

LUCKY
And then you'll give nme sone
paneer ?

Four young Si kh brothers enter and stand staring.

SUKI
Who the hell are you stooges?
GURDEEP
Gur deep.
MANDEEP
Mandeep
PARANDEEP

Par andeep. And he’s Hank.
Hank just keeps staring.

LUCKY
Hee hee. .. Hank.

SUKI
Er, that’s | ovely boys but the
pub’ s downstairs.

GURDEEP
Yah we know. Qur dad owns it.

MANDEEP
He owns this theatre too.

SUKI
And we’ve rented it for our show.

PARANDEEP
Yah we know. Qur dad used to |et
us practice here.

GURDEEP
Till you cane al ong and gave him
noney.

MANDEEP

And now he’'s chucked us out.



Gur deep,

yell's,
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SWKI

So what do you want from ne?
PARANMDEEP

He told us to help you.
LUCKY

Do you have any paneer?
SWKI

Lucky!

(To boys)

Real | y? Qur very own crew. Ri ght

then start noving these chairs
out. G ve us sonme space.

LUCKY
What did you used to practice
her e?

GURDEEP

Bhangra Boxi ng.

MANDEEP

It’s a conbination of traditiona

danci ng and Thai ki ck boxi ng.

PARANMDEEP
W was gonna be chanpi ons. You

want to see? Maybe we could be in

your show?

LUCKY
Al'l right. Go on then.

do a couple of crap Bhangra/Martia

Mandeep and Parandeep |let out some martial arts

arts noves and

formthe beginnings of a pyramd. Hank silently does a
coupl e of noves of his own and goes to junp on top of the

pyram d but

of themcrashing to the fl oor.

LUCKY (cont’ d)
Cool. Do it again?

SUKI

That’ s enough. You | ot get those
chairs nmoving. Lucky and |’ve got

scripts to read.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DAY

i nstead kicks GQurdeep in the face sending al

Suki and Lucky are sitting at a table piled high with

scripts.

Pl ayw i ght .

Across fromthemis Inarticulate Munbling
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SUKI
So tell us about your play.

The Playwight begins to nmunble...inarticulately. Suki and
Lucky | ook at each other.

I NT. PI NDI

GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

ANGRY MALE PLAYWRI GHT
My play’s about all the rubbish
wonren put men through. Al the
false ritual and pretence and
entrapnment and the day to day
grind and lies and |’ m not
putting that in ny nmouth and the
schem ng and whi ning and guilt
and relatives and friends and I’'m
not your nother just go have sex
with her why don’t you?

REACTI ON SHOT OF SUKI AND LUCKY UNI MPRESSED

I NT. PI NDI

GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

ANGRY LESBI AN PLAYWRI GHT

And just ‘cause you like sex with
wonen they think you want to get
off with your nother and that’s
why | created this world see,

wi t hout any nen, except a few

that are used as farm aninmals or
maybe in | abs having their organs
harvested for real people to use.

REACTI ON SHOT OF SUKI AND LUCKY LOOKI NG A LI TTLE SCARED.

I NT. PI NDI

GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

Inarticulate Munbling Playwight is still nunbling
inarticulately. Now Suki and Lucky lean in to try and hear

better.
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I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

SI NCERE BORI NG FEMALE PLAYWRI GHT

It’s about a little girl. Well

it’s not really about a little

girl but about a girl who is a

little like all of us or maybe

not and we go through a day in

her |ife but not really a day, it

coul d be any day.

REACTI ON SHOT OF SUKI BUG EYED AND LUCKY NODDI NG OFF

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

Suki and Lucky are now | eaning right close up to
Inarticulate Munbling Playwight and still can’'t nmake out
what he’ s sayi ng.

I NT. SUKI’'S BEDROOM - DI FFERENT DAY

Suki and Ricky are on their bed still trying to nmake a baby
whi | e Suki hol ds a phone in her hand.

SUKI
Ri cky keep it down!

RI CKY
That’ s not what you shoul d be
saying to ne right now.

SUKI
I"’mtrying to listen.

On Suki’s phone we hear the voice of Sincere Boring Fenal e
Pl aywr i ght droni ng on.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

SI NCERE BORI NG FEMALE PLAYRI GHT
I think neaning is dangerous
don’t you? | nmean just because
you nmean sonething it doesn't
mean that | do and if | did which
| don’t why should | inpose ny
nmeani ng onto you?

On the other side of the table Lucky has fallen fast
asl eep.
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I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

Suki and Lucky are talking to FELI X NIGHT, a fl anboyantly
gay playwight.

FELI X
It’s a sensitive intercultura
com ng of age story about a young
boy comng to ternms with his
sexual ity am dst the politica
and cultural tensions that are
pul ling his community and his
famly apart.

Suki and Lucky sit up. This could be good.

FELI X (cont’ d)
And of course the roles of the
mal e | apdancers woul d be pl ayed
by a selection of very nuscul ar
men with small, pert bottons.

Suki and Lucky | ean forward sinultaneously.

FELI X (cont’ d)
And all the dial ogue woul d happen
as a techno song and as there are
any nunber of inportant intimate
scenes | woul d probably need to
coach each actor nyself,
privately.

Suki and Lucy sit back simultaneously.

FELI X (cont’ d)
There is, of course, another
version which sets two very
beauti ful wonmen, not unlike
yourselves, in the mdst of al
t hose nen.

Suki and Lucky | ean forwards sinultaneously again.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

A buzz of activity involving various people painting and
wor ki ng on backdrops and sets is going on all around Suki
as she talks with ALVIN, the set designer
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ALVI N
There are just sooo many
directions one could take this
but | think I’ m seeing sonething
very bold, very now, very *“I
wat ch naked fat people on reality
TV and | don’t care who knows”.

SWKI
Alright, so what props will you
need for the kitchen?

ALVI N
Not hi ng.

SUKI
Not hi ng?

ALVI N

Compl etely bl ank, but Mum shoul d
al ways be in an apron holding a
pot or oooh, maybe, and this is
sooo “Nigella Lawson does
Desper at e Housewi ves”, how about
a salt pig?

SUKI

Uh- huh. And t he bedroonf
ALVI N

Not hi ng.
SUKI

Not hing at all? Not even a bed?

ALVI N
No no no! Ch please! That’'s so
sweet. Nothing , nada, not a | ow
fat veggi e sausage, except
per haps, and I’ mjust throw ng
caution to the wind here, one
tiny vase with a single flower on
the floor which, of course
everybody will get is the boy’s
virginity which is about to be
cruel ly plucked.

SUKI
And that’'s the whol e bedroonf

ALVI N
Yes, and | know what your
t hi nki ng. W& do have to be
careful. W don't want to
si gnpost things too nuch.
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SUKI
How much am | payi ng you?

GLOBE PUB THEATRE - AFTERNOON

Still am dst a hubbub of activity, Lucky, holding a single
sheet of paper, is talking to OLLIE the painter.

LUCKY
Now |’ ve got very careful notes
from Suki and |1’ ve got to stick
to themso don't try any fancy
tal k.

OLLI E
No worries. About the west wall,
we can go pink, purple, |avender
or even nauve.

Lucky listens carefully nodding in agreenment and then reads

t he paper i

n her hand and speaks with great concentration.

LUCKY
Bl ack.

OLLI E
Just bl ack.

LUCKY
Bl ack.

OLLI E

Ri ght. And wor ki ng our way
around, the back wall could | ead
us into blues, maybe turquoi se,
cobalt, ultra-marine, even

cerul ean.

LUCKY
Uh- huh, uh-huh, yeah... Dbl ack.

OLLI E
So it is. Down to the floor. |
t hought we coul d highlight the
downstage with sone earth
shadi ngs starting with deep
browns to ochres, unbers,
asphalts right up to this lightly
burnt sienna.

LUCKY
Qoh that sounds |ovely. Let’s do
t hat .

OLLI E

Real | y?
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LUCKY
Yeah except we' |l go with bl ack.

We CUT TO an overhead shot showi ng that “Suki’s notes” on
t he sheet that Lucky is holding, consist of the word
“BLACK” in huge letters taking up the entire page. Alie
tries to sneak a peak at the notes but Lucky holds the
paper closer to her chest.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE STAGE - DAY
Suki is directing Lucky and SHANI, a nervous young actor.

SUKI
Now really let us feel how scared
you are...and action!

Lucky screans maki ng everyone junp.

SUKI (cont’d)
Lucky! For the last tine, don't
do that. This isn't about your
fear! This is where you re about
to kiss Shani and he’s the one
who's terrified because he’s
comng face to face with his
suppr essed desires.

LUCKY
Sorry.

SWKI
Let’s try that again and
renmenber, Shani, teenage angst,
sex, taboo, the need to feel a
man agai nst you. Just draw from
your own life.

SHANI
But |1’ m not gay.

SUKI
Ri ght, excellent, hold on to
that. I'"mactually believing the
deni al .

SHANI
But. ..

SUKI

Now conme on. Let’'s feel the fear.
Take it fromyour entrance
and. .. action!

Lucky screans agai n.
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EXT. SOUTHALL STREET - DAY

Suki and Lucky are wal king as Suki talks on her nobile with
Bernard. Lucky is eating an ice creamcone |like a child and
flirting with passers by.

SUKI
Yes M Caldwell, it’'s al
fantastic. We can't wait to see
you at the show. Ch? The entire
council and all your nmenbers wll
be there?

Suki and Lucky exchange a “Ain’t that grand” | ook.

SUKI (cont’d)
And you want us to what? Sorry?

I NT. OFFICE 6 - CONTI NUOUS

BERNARD
It’s vital that you make the
menbers of the public aware of
exactly what kind of show this
is. Specifically, they nust be
fam liarized with the principles
of Naturalistic Thespi anism Not
everyone gets us as quickly as,
you and especially your
col | eague.

EXT. SOUTHALL STREET - CONTI NUOUS

SUKI
Don’t worry about a thing. W'l
take care of it. See you opening
ni ght!

She hangs up.

SUKI (cont’d)
He wants us to “educate” our
whol e audi ence about Nat ur al
Thespi ani sm Yah right!

LUCKY
He’s got to let that go. Mbst
wonen just don’t |ike another
girl playing in their nonkey box
you know.

SUKI
No, sweetheart. You' ve really got
t he wong word. ..
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I NT. PINDI G_OBE PUB THEATRE STAGE - DAY

Four muscul ar nmen wearing very little indeed are doing a
Chi pendal e routine on stage to techno nusic. They finish
and hold position. W pull out and see SHANI, also on stage
sitting at a table, playing his role of a sensitive,

cl oseted gay man. Unfortunately Shani just | ooks nauseated
by the gyrating crotches in front of him

SHANI
(Very unconvi nci ng)
This can’t be happening! | can’t

possi bly be turned on. Dear Cod
what’'s wong with ne?

SUKI (O S.)
And cut! That’s lovely thank you
all.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE SEATS - CONTI NUOUS

Suki and Lucky are standi ng watching the stage with Veena,
a reporter froma |ocal Southall newspaper.

SUKI
So you can see we're really going
for the jugular. This is going to
touch people right in their
seat s.

In the background Felix wal ks up behind Shani and pats his
bum and Shani reacts quite badly and al nost punches Feli x.
The four brothers also hover into view and start horsing
around.

VEENA
Yeah. Sounds great but | don’t
really know if this is news
enough to give you a good spread.

Suki and Lucky exchange a | ook. Suki takes Veena by the
hand as Lucky lets fly with a huge whistle in the direction
of the nmuscul ar nen who appear instantly by Veena' s side.

SUKI
Wiy don’t we take a picture with
all of us together?

Lucky gives a signal to the nen who all of a sudden hoi st
Veena up in their arns. Veena is instantly smtten with the
dancers at such cl ose range and can’t stop herself touching
their arnmns.
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VEENA
Oh ny! Well seeing as you're
doi ng such...big things for the
conmunity, |I’msure we could give
you a few good inches.

LUCKY
We need our inches.

Al'l of themlook into camera and snmile and pose as a flash
goes off.

In the background Gurdeep, Mandeep and Parandeep have again
formed a pyram d and agai n Hank | eaps and ki cks Gurdeep in
the face bringing themall crashing to the floor.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB - N GHT

People are filing into the pub downstairs and nmaking their
way up to the theatre. They have to pass by a | arge poster
advertising the play: Thapar Theatre Conpany sponsored by
CUNT.S Proudly Presents Felix Knight's “Virginity
Interrupted”. Bernard and other menbers of C.UNT.S can
be seen anpbngst an Asian crowd including a few G anni es and
G andpas.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE ENTRANCE - CONTI NUOUS

@Qur deep and Hank, wearing headsets are nmanning the door.
Qurdeep is giving soneone a hard tine but we don't see who
it is.

GURDEEP
Look the ticket says, you're in
stalls not front bloody row So
get yourself up in the Gods and
| earn to read.

We PULL QUT and see that he’s talking to a sweet little old
Asi an GRANNY who hauls off and clips himon the ear and
t hen pushes past him

GRANNY
(I'n H ndi, subtitled)
Idiot! This is how you speak to
your nother’s nother? | shoul d
have poi soned your m |k when you
were in the crib!

GURDEEP
Yes Naani-ji. Sorry Naani-ji.
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I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE DRESSI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Lucky is putting on her nmake-up and Suki is pacing back and
forth behind her.

SUKI
This is it. Everything we' ve
wor ked for. No nore humliating
wor kshops for me. You' Il never
have to take your clothes off for
a pervert again. Toni ght Thapar
Theatre Conmpany nmakes its nmark.

Lucky turns around and shows that she’s nmarked an abnor nal
nunber of beauty spots onto her face.

LUCKY
What cha think Suks? If just one
of these makes Ci ndy Crawford
beautiful, think of what all them
will do for ne!

SUKI
What they' || do? They’ Il bl oody
rai se Mother Theresa fromthe
dead so she can cone hel p anot her
| eper! CGet them off! Just get
t hem of f nowl

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE SEATS - CONTI NUOUS

Bernard is sitting next to Ganny as the seats all fill up.
Suki wal ks up to say a quick hello before the show.

SUKI
VWw t he whol e comm ttee’'s here.

BERNARD
And nost of our nenbership. |
must say |’mdelighted at the
turnout fromthe |ocal comunity.
I’d no idea that Southall was so
open-m nded. You've really
reached out them

SUKI
On well, we're just fulfilling
our artistic destiny and people
are respondi ng.

Mandeep and Par andeep, both wearing headsets, walk up to
Suki .

SUKI (cont’d)
Bernard, won't you excuse ne.
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MANDEEP
Emer gency. Sunita’s not show ng
up.

SUKI

What ? She has to! She’s playing
not her. She signed a contract.
W' re payi ng her.

PARANMDEEP
Her agent called and said she got
a part inafilm

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE DRESSI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Lucky and Shani are getting ready.

LUCKY
Do your parents know about your
lifestyle and all?

SHANI
What ? Look | wasn’t joking
before. I'm doing a character
yeah? Just like you. |I’m not gay.
There are no men in ny life. No
secret cravings.

LUCKY
Ri ght, so no boyfriend then. Wl
don't worry, we'll find you
someone.
Suki bursts in.
SUKI

See if | ever hire that |ying
sl ut agai n!

LUCKY
What* s happened?

SWKI
Sunita’s bl oody bailed on us
that’ s what’s happened. She’s
doi ng sone rubbish film
replacing Ashwarya Rai in a
courtesan scene with Shah Rukh

Khan.

LUCKY
Aw man! |’'d have been perfect for
that! But what’'ll we do now?

SWKI

| don’t know. | need tine.
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SHANI
W're on in ten
SWKI
Yes thank you! Just let ne think.
(beat)
Wiy does God hate nme?!
LUCKY
You'll have to do it. You have to

pl ay not her.

SUKI
VWhat? |’mthe director.

LUCKY
You're the only one who knows al
the lines, Suks. There's no one
el se.

SUKI
Wll fine. If that's what it
t akes. C non!

They start to bustle her into a costune and makeup.

SUKI (cont’d)

(Al oud but to herself)
kay, okay, Suki, get into
character. | can be a nother. |
can have a child.

LUCKY
‘Course you can. Soon as Ricky
puts one up you.

INT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE LI GHT/ SOUND BOARD - CONTI NUOUS

Qur deep speaks into his headphones.

GURDEEP
Check one check one. Lights can
you hear ne?...1 said lights can

you hear ne? \Wat about sound?
Are you there sound?

We pull out and see Mandeep and Parandeep standi ng right
next to himby the lighting and sound boards.

MANDEEP
O course we can bl oody hear you
bhundul!

PARANDEEP

Yeah man. So can everybody el se.
Put a sock in it.
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GURDEEP
Don't talk to nme like that. 1’ m
t he stage manager. Are you the
stage manager? Don’t bl oody think
so! Now answer properly!

MANDEEP
Al right...Lights check.

PARANDEEP
Sound check.

GURDEEP
More like it. Now cue |ights.

The house |ights go down.

GURDEEP (cont’ d)
Cue sound.

An at nospheric | ounge track fades up.

GURDEEP (cont’ d)
Cue snpoke.

Near the front of the stage, Hank, holding a snoke machi ne
doesn’t nove.

GURDEEP (cont’ d)
G ! Cue snoke!

MANDEEP
Toss brain! He can’t hear you.

PARANDEEP
You know t hese aren’t plugged in!

He hol ds up the end of the headset which is indeed not
pl ugged into anyt hi ng.

GURDEEP
(Loudl y)
Hank! Cue bl oody snoke!

Hank fires a stream of snoke onto the stage.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE STAGE - CONTI NUOUS

The lights cone up on a barren stage to reveal Suki, Lucky

and Shani | ooking very dramatically serious. Suki opens her
mouth to speak when a disturbance ripples through the crowd
and then chaos and shouting erupts in the seats.

LUCKY
What ' s happeni ng?
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SUKI
Shh! Just ignore it! Keep going.
Say your |ine!

LUCKY
O Taz, are you coni ng out
t oni ght ?

The yelling is now so | oud Shani can't hear
SHANI
What ?
I NT. PINDI G_LOBE PUB THEATRE LI GHT/ SOUND BOARD - CONTI NUQUS

GURDEEP
Trouble. Cnon let’'s roll

Gur deep, Mandeep and Par andeep head down towards the

di sturbance. Two OAPs seemto be fighting. Wen the boys
get there Gurdeep reaches for one of them It’s Ganny. She
turns around and clouts himacross the head. He falls over
taking his brothers with him

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE STAGE - CONTI NUOUS

SUKI
Curtain! Curtain!
LUCKY
We don’t have one Suks!
SUKI
Li ghts! Sonet hi ng! Wy does God

hate ne?

Suki junps off the stage and goes to the trouble.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE SEATS - CONTI NUOUS

The boys have separated Granny fromthe man she was
fighting with., It’s Bernard. Suki runs up

SUKI
Naani -ji! Stop! What are you
doi ng?

GRANNY

Thi s sicko saying you shoul d take
clothes off. He kept saying!

The boys reach for Bernard.
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GURDEEP
Ri ght! You, out!
MANDEEP
Move it!
SUKI
What ? No! Stop. That's M
Cal dwel | . He’s our sponsor! You

heard wrong.

BERNARD
Actual |y, Ms Thackar she didn’t
and | can tell you the commttee
i s nost upset!

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE DRESSI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Suki and Lucky are with Bernard.

SUKI
| don’t understand. What is al
this about ?

BERNARD
It was made perfectly clear at
your first application. Qur remt
at the Council for Universally
Naturalistic Thespian Studies is
to support the presentation of
theatre in its nost natural form

nude.
LUCKY
You perv! Do we get paid extra?
SUWKI
I don’t renenber anything about
this at all.
BERNARD

Surely Ms Pardesi here mnust
recall the first interview She
was naked at the tine in front of
an entire panel of trustees.

SUKI
VWhat ?

LUCKY
I was?
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BERNARD
Yes. | was told you cane in on
our community awareness day,
filled out a formand progressed
straight to your first interview
whi ch takes place on canera in

t he nude.
SUKI
Were there sanpbsas present?
BERNARD
| believe there were.
SUKI
Oh ny God! Lucky!
LUCKY
It’s not ny fault. | thought it
was an advert!
SUKI
| can’t do this! |I can not take

this stress. Wiy are you doing
this to me? Do you know how bad
this is for my health? Are you
trying to make ne barren? Are you
trying to kill nmy unborn child
before it’s even conceived? Wy
don’t you just scoop out nmy wonb
with a spoon and eat it!

LUCKY
Stop it! Stop it! You know I’ m
veget ari an!

SUKI
M Caldwell. 1I’mso sorry but
can’t we just do the show we’ ve
prepar ed?

BERNARD

I"mafraid the guidelines are

very clear. If you fail to adhere
to themwe shall have to w thdraw
our funding and ask for our noney

back.
SUKI

But we’ve already spent it.
LUCKY

Yeah our set cost a fortune.
BERNARD

Then I'"mafraid we’'ll be taking

| egal action.
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SUKI
Isn’t there sonmething we can do?

LUCKY
vell. ..

Suki and Bernard turn to | ook at Lucky.

I NT. PINDI GLOBE PUB THEATRE STAGE - LATER

The stage is dark. W see Suki and Lucky fromthe
chest (i sh) up looking |ike they are naked.

SUKI
I want you to know | hate you

LUCKY
Aw Suks don’'t be |like that.

SUKI
This is humliating!

LUCKY
At | east he’'s not suing us and
now we have a curtain.

Fromthe seats we hear Gurdeep’s voice.

GURDEEP
Up curtain...cue sound...cue
lights.

We see Parandeep and Hank hol ding up two ends of a nassive
sheet behind which Suki, Lucky and Shani are revealed in
nude sil houette.

LUCKY
O Taz! Are you coni ng out
t oni ght ?

Shani, naked and wi de eyed is frozen with fear.

SUKI
Come on! Just say the line!

Shani loses it and bursts out from behind curtain, standing
buck naked in front of the audience.

SHANI
| can’t take it anynore! | can’t
live a liel I don't care about
this stupid play. |I'’mgay! There.
I"ve said it! I"'mgay I'’mgay I'm
gay! Mom dad this is who I am
and | don’'t care who knows!



copyright 2005 The Sl ap version 1.038.

LUCKY
Hey Suks. That’s not in the
script. Wat’'s he doi ng?

Suki hol ds her head.

END CREDI TS

I NT. PI NDI

GLOBE PUB THEATRE - DI FFERENT DAY

Suki and Lucky are auditioning another playwight.

THE END

CRAZY EXPERI MENTAL MALE PLAYRI GHT
You renmenber John Cage’s fanous
4.33? | mean who doesn’t? You
know in the original version a
pi ano pl ayer comes out on stage,
sits silently for a few m nutes
and then wal ks off and all the
crowd hears is the sound of
itself. Well in ny play we do the
same thing but with a | avish
production, cast of hundreds,
huge sets, a backing band with
doubl e gospel choir and a troupe
of dancers and it’'ll just be all
of them and the audi ence staring
at each other not saying a thing
for a whol e hour. Genius ahh?

SUKI
Thanks. We'll be in touch.

LUCKY
Wul d those mal e dancers be
wearing anyt hi ng?



